
 
  
From: NICKIE AIKEN [mailto:nickie.aiken@btinternet.com]  
Sent: 10 November 2019 13:00 
To: Irene Lancaster <irenecr123@gmail.com> 
Cc: 'Jo Hornsby' <jeh34@cam.ac.uk>; 'Blackwell, Edward: WCC' 
<eblackwell@westminster.gov.uk>; 'Cressey, Richard: WCC' 
<rcressey@westminster.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Your decision to call in the Holocaust Memorial decision 
  
Dear Irene 
Thanks for your email. I cam confirm that the first I knew that the SoS was calling it 
in was when I was sent a text with a tweet late Tuesday evening. A couple of hours 
before Parliament was dissolved. I did not request it to be called in. You will see from 
the letter that Eric Pickles referred to makes no such request. I do acknowledge that 
it is of national significance, which it is. Hence why there has been strong support for 
and against the memorial and why Westminster City Council has worked tirelessly to 
be fair, open and transparent when considering the application. 
Yours 
Nickie  
  
Cllr Nickie Aiken 
Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for the Cities of London & Westminster 
Leader, Westminster City Council 
Warwick Ward Councillor 
  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AikenNickie 
  
Promoted by James Cockram on behalf of Nickie Aiken, both at 90 Ebury Street, 
Westminster SW1W 9QD 
  
  
On Sunday, 10 November 2019, 10:01:24 GMT, Irene Lancaster 
<irenecr123@gmail.com> wrote:  
  
  

Dear Nickie 

Re Council Leader and Chief Executive of Westminster Council asking Eric 
Pickles to call in the £100 million Holocaust Memorial Project, VTG 

In the weekend’s Jewish press, Eric Pickles is quoted as stating that you, as Leader 
of Westminster Council, together with the Chief Executive of Westminster Council, 
called him and Balls in to take responsibility away from the Council and hand it over 
to the Minister.  
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The implication of the article was that Pickles acted on your advice after a Council 
letter was allegedly leaked, stating that the proposal would be rejected on 
environmental grounds. 

I note that you are now a Conservative candidate for the local Westminster 
constituency. 

Before I take this matter further with Dr Rowan Williams, as suggested by you in your 
phone call on Thursday, could you please confirm if Pickles’ statement is true. I 
regret to say that no mention was made in our own phone conversation of you and 
your CEO being the instigator in escalating this issue to national level, if this is 
indeed the case, as stated in the Jewish Press  

In fact in a previous letter to me, written when you were Leader of the Council, you 
told me that you had to remain impartial on this issue. I also note that what I would 
call bullying tactics from male members of your own Conservative Party, as well as 
from Labour Ed Balls and the Labour London Mayor, had been sent to the Council 
regarding this matter, including, I understand, to you personally. 

These letters and e-mails, some of which were published in the Press in the time, 
appeared to put pressure on you personally and on Westminster Council not to be 
‘anti-semitic’ in turning down the application. These letters were sent even before a 
decision had been made by your Council. 

I will be sending a scan of the article to all interested parties in Westminster, together 
with another article in the same paper decrying the very idea of this memorial as an 
insult to the Jewish people. 

We look forward to your speedy response on this matter, as we have been 
commissioned to write an article on this subject and need to be in receipt of all the 
facts in advance.  

Obviously, if you are not responsible for the decision to escalate this matter to 
national level, we would be grateful if you could let also us know as soon as 
possible. 

I should add that I am sympathetic to anyone who may have been bullied on this 
matter, as I have been myself and in a very personal way, by people acting on behalf 
of this Government regarding this issue. 

Unfortunately for these bullies, I know far more about the Holocaust and Holocaust 
education than they do. And this is why, in the past, these same people have been 
only too happy to trek up to Greater Manchester to pick my brain on this issue, only 
to rubbish me when it suits them. 

The Jewish people will no longer be bullied by people who think that they can lord it 
over us, especially when they use the instruments of democracy to do so. For that is 
exactly what Hitler did, and this weekend we are commemorating both Kristallnacht 
and Memorial Sunday. 



Yours sincerely 

Dr Irene Lancaster PGCE 

Chair, Broughton Park Jewish Christian Dialogue Group 

21 Park Lane 

Broughton Park 

Salford M7 4JE 

Tel: 0161 792 2446 

Copied to Dr Rowan Williams and other interested parties 

 
 


